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ENVIE 3 WELCOME & EPIPHANY ROW

Welcome to our November Edition!

Don’t let the dark, spine chilling cover fool you, 
we might be a little late but we promise it’s 
we’re not releasing another October Issue here 
at Envie! A Magazine for the Literary Curious,.
We’re all about the fall festivities as we plod 
away through November. 

If there’s one thing we can be sure of, the sea-
sons will change. The temperatures fall, the 
leaves change colors, perhaps it rains more 
filling the air with the heavy scent of soil and 
wet leaves. Regardless, we look forward to the 
future with the hopeful optimism that the hol-
idays bring. 

We’re pleased you’ve chosen to share your au-
tumn experience with us. We hope you enjoy 
this months issue and as usual, let us know 
what we can improve on!

From the editor: 

Greetings subscribers! 

 Here we are in the middle of November! Thank you again for your flexibility and understanding re-
garding the changes in our release schedule. As an all-volunteer organization we do everything we can to put 
this together in our free time, and as things get spun up for the holidays everyone is busy.

 This month we’re proud to bring a host of new material, as well as a new guest article by Dutch Sim-
mons. His article serves to highlight to power that writing has over us and how much it can ultimatley serve 
to better our own lives. It’s such an uplifting read! Make sure you check that out

 The last point I want to highlight involves a recent announcement we made over our Twitter. Around 
the beginning of the year we will be affordable sponsorships for the magazine starting at $5 a month and 
working up from there, plans will be available in month to month rate as well as yearly. We’re still fine tuning 
the details but we’re looking forward to unveiling those soon!

 As usual, we’re always on the lookout for new content, please check out the vacant roles below as well 
as other opportunities to contribute! 

• Epiphany Row Coordinator - Do you love writing events? love telling people about them? Message us for 
more information on this position!

• Assistant Layout Coordinator - Must possess Adobe InDesign®, training available if needed, must be ca-
pable of working in a team environment, must possess a self-starter mentality.

• Do you host a podcast? want to see your logo in our magazine? Drop us a line! Some restrictions apply.

All positions are voluntary, all positions are pro-bono.

           Sincerely, 
            Hill Manner

Click for More Information

http://enviemagazine.com
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ary journals (depending 
on the length). There are 
also some anthologies 
for which a short novella 
could be a great fit. 

And of course, don’t 
forget about self-pub-
lishing. If this path is 
for you, whether you al-
ready have a collection 
of self-published books 
or are just starting out, 
novellas can appeal to 
many readers who are 
looking for a short ebook 
to enjoy.

I WANT TO GET PUB-
LISHED BY A SMALL 
PRESS.

Small presses are defi-
nitely underappreciated 
in publishing, and could 
be a great home for your 

novella. Most presses only 
publish a couple of novel-
las a year, but if you’re 
persistent, your work can 
find a home at one of them.

For example, the Alaska 
Quarterly Review, Novel-
la-T, McSweeney’s, and 
Seattle Review all publish 
novellas, sometimes in 
full, sometimes serialized. 
There’s even a few maga-
zines, like The Massachu-
setts Review, which have 
created separate plat-
forms for publishing no-
vellas that holds a similar 
weight to a small press.

The great benefit, finan-
cially speaking, for a press 
to publish a novella is that 
it’s a more cost-effective 
version of publishing a 
book. Because it’s short-

er, the cost is less, but the 
reader gets a similar per-
ceived value from it. Plus, 
because of their length, a 
reader is more likely to buy 
multiple novellas where 
they may only buy one nov-
el.

NOUVELLA
Not a typo, but the name of 
an independent publisher 
that is dedicated exclusive-
ly to publishing novellas. 
They aim to publish at least 
four novellas a year, and 
offer programs for both 
emerging and established 
authors. 

According to their website, 
their authors have gone on 
to become NYT Bestsellers 
and have sold full-length 
books to major publishing 
houses. While they do ac-

The Novella: Should You Write One? Part III
By Natalie Gasper

Last month, I talked 
about how to write a 
novella. This month is 
all about getting one 
published.

Like with any kind of 
writing, you have a 
few choices for how to 
get your novella out 
into the world. You can 
self-publish, submit to 
small presses or pub-
lishers, or submit to 
literary agents. While a 
literary agent is usual-
ly an appealing choice 
for writers aiming to be 
traditionally published, 
many may not accept 
novellas from a first 
time author. 

In my opinion, the best 
fit for novellas is with 
small presses or liter-



cept direct submissions, 
they find many of their 
authors through literary 
journals. 

OUTPOST19
Another independent book 
publisher, they have a se-
ries called Shortish, which 
is dedicated to publishing 
novellas. It’s not clear 
how many they publish 
each year, but there are 
currently eleven featured 
on their site, and they look 
to be open to submissions 
year-round.

THE FANTASIST
Formerly a magazine that 
published three novellas 
in a magazine format four 
times per year, they’re in 
the process of switching 
to a print-based model. 
Starting next year, they 
will publish two fantasy 
novellas a year. 

NEW ENGLAND REVIEW
They publish a variety 
of work, including short 
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Have something you want to learn 
more about? Someone you’d like me 
to interview? Know a great journal 

in micro-fiction/poetry that deserves 
a shout-out? Have a #vss365 or 

#vsspoem you’d like featured in this 
column? 

Send them my way via allegory-
alley@enviemagazine.com. In the 
future there will be an associated 

web page on our official website for 
submissions as well!

ALLEGORY ALLEY CON’T

stories, poetry, nonfiction, 
and novellas. Submissions 
should be fiction pieces of 
up to 20,000 words. 

NARRATIVE
A non-profit organization 
that seeks novellas of 
15,000 to 40,000 words. 

A FEW REMINDERS

The most important thing 
to keep in mind when sub-
mitting your novella is to 
follow the guidelines to the 
letter. If a press has a max 
of 17,000 words, don’t sub-
mit a piece that’s 20,000. 
If they don’t specify font, 
use Times New Roman or 
Calibri, in 12, and double 
space. Also, make sure 
you’ve read work pub-
lished by the press. If you 
can’t afford a novella, read 
their free online pieces, if 
they have them. Give your 
work its best chance.

If you’re interested in 
learning more about pub-
lishers I mentioned earli-
er, click their logos to the 
right to learn more!

Click for more Information

Click for more Information

Click for more Information

Click for more Information

Click for more Information

http://nouvellabooks.com/
https://www.nereview.com/
http://outpost19.com/
https://www.narrativemagazine.com/submit-your-work
http://thefantasistmag.com/
mailto:allegoryalley%40enviemagazine.com?subject=
mailto:allegoryalley%40enviemagazine.com?subject=
http://www.enviemagazine.com


more opulent since I 
started doing vss365. 
Moreover, writing sto-
ries that are as short as 
possible compels me to 
master what makes a 
narrative satisfying.

NG: Where do you find 
inspiration? 

BF: I’m fortunate enough 
to live in beautiful Rhode 
Island, and I take long 
walks as often as possi-
ble. I listen to audiobooks 
-- my most recent reads 
include Drinking Coffee 
Elsewhere by Z.Z. Pack-
er, This Is How You Lose 
Her by Junot Diaz, and 
Tenth of December by 
George Saunders -- and 
I soak up the scenery. 
Steeped in rich language 
and rich visuals, my 
mind inevitably starts to 
turn, like a water wheel. 
I often start writing as 
soon as I get home.

NG: Tell us about your 
anthology, Strange New 
Worlds, which comes 
out next year.

BF: Strange New Worlds 
focuses on stories about 
familiar things happen-
ing in unfamiliar plac-
es, or un familiar things 
happening in familiar 
places. Coming of age, 
fear of mortality, insecu-
rity, the necessity of love 
and friendship -- these 
moments of human uni-
versality, set on a fantas-
tical stage. It will include 

This month, please wel-
come Brooksie C. Fon-
taine (BF), a talented 
writer of #vss365 and an 
accomplished author and 
artist. You can find her at 
@BrooksiesBooks and 
her artwork, book, and 
blog HERE. Her writing 
can also be found HERE. 
Check out Instagram for 
her art and writing. She 
also has a writing blog 
on Tumblr.  
-Natalie Gasper (NG)

NG: How did you get 
started doing vss365?

BF: I joined Twitter 
around the same time I 
started graduate school. 
The Newport MFA in Cre-
ative Writing. It was a 
time when I was think-
ing more seriously about 
my work, and wanted to 
do shorter narratives 
to strengthen my skills. 
Writing very short sto-
ries is invaluable in 
building one’s narrative 
muscles. I made a new 
year’s resolution to write 
365 (or 366, as this is a 
leap year) very short sto-
ries, and vss365 is such 
a great tool to do so.

NG: What do you love 
about vss365?

BF: I love that vss365 
not only teaches me a 
new word each day, but 
it also compels me to in-
corporate that word into 
my vocabulary. My vo-
cab has gotten so much 

stories which have been 
previously published by 
literary journals -- such 
as “Gentlefolk” and “Gun-
powder Sigil,” which 
were published by the 
Eunoia Review, “The Un-
dertaker’s Apprentice,” 
which was published by 
Literary Yard, and “In-
heritance,” which will be 
published in the October 
Issue of Anti-Heroin Chic 
-- but it will also feature 
never-before-seen sto-
ries. There will also be 
new additions to many of 
the previously published 
stories.

It will also feature ex-
tended versions of many 
of my vss365 stories.

NG: In addition to writ-
ing, you’re also an art-
ist. How did you first get 
started? Any favorite 
subjects to draw? 

BF: Drawing and sto-
rytelling have always 
been intertwined for me. 
I would draw narratives 
as a four-year-old, and 
my mom would staple 
them into “books” for 
me. I got my undergrad 
degree in Studio Art, and 
I got my first MFA in cre-
ative writing.

Now, I was just accept-
ed into my second MFA, 
this one in illustration at 
Savannah College of Art 
and Design. It feels like 
the yang to my ying of 
storytelling. I love draw-

ing art that elevates and 
mythologizes the way I 
picture stories. My Heav-
enly Creatures series -- 
which can be viewed on 
my website, HERE -- is 
an example of this. But 
I draw constantly. “The 
Fawn Prince,” “Swan 
King,” and “Coffee Date 
in Ghost City” are re-
cent examples, which I’ll 
paste below, and which 
can be viewed on my il-
lustration account, 
@BrooksieCFonta1. 

My favorite artists in-
clude impressionists like 
Monet, post-impression-
ists like Van Gogh, high-
ly stylized illustrators 
like Mucha and Edward 
Gorey, and realists with 
a strongly identifiable 
style, like Hopper.

NG: If you could spend 
a week in any book’s 
world, where would you 
go?

BF: I feel like I do spend 
a week in a book’s world, 
when I’m reading it! But 
if I had to choose, one 
the surrealist yet famil-
iar landscapes from Kel-
ly Link’s Get In Trouble. 
Specifically, the one from 
“Secret Identity” and 
“Origin Story,” where su-
perheroes are an accept-
ed part of everyday life 
(yet it’s not a complete 
nightmare, like it is in 
Watchmen or The Boys.)

NG: What advice would 
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http://thecaffeinebookwarrior.com
http://thewritingdragon.com
http://thecaffeinebookwarrior.com
https://twitter.com/BrooksieCFonta1


you offer to writers who 
struggle with vss-sized sto-
ries?

BF: Just focus on a mo-
ment. Divorce yourself from 
a longer narrative, and keep 
your vss focused on one par-
ticular moment in time. A 
moment where something 
changes. Where something 
begins, or something ends, or 
someone realizes something. 
When all-else fails, a strong 
visual. Above all, have fun, 
and don’t get frustrated. The 
more you do it, the easier it 
gets!

NG: Is there anything I didn’t 
ask that you wish I did, or an-
ything we spoke about that 
you’d like to elaborate on, or 
anything else you’d like the 
audience to know about you?

BF: I’ve enjoyed these ques-
tions immensely, and I think 
they gave me a lot of wig-
gle-room to talk about myself 
and what I find interesting! 
But for the audience to ful-
ly get a sense of who I am, 
here’s a little anecdote: when 
I was six, all I wanted to be 
was a princess, and I planned 
to go about this by taking 
over the world with an army 
of robots.

The robots would be stored 
in two satellites when not in 
use, except for two, which 
would carry my throne on 
their shoulders to intimidate 
my enemies. I was a mega-
lomaniac of a child, and I’ve 
changed very little since then.

NG: Thank you so much for 
taking the time to interview 
with me. We can’t wait to see 
what comes next for you! 
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Coming Soon!

Connect w/Brooksie

https://www.instagram.com/brooksiesbooks/
https://twitter.com/BrooksiesBooks
http://thecaffeinebookwarrior.com


Synopsis: Let your soul begin to speak. A collection of prose and poetry of a romantic manner with a touch of erotica. 
Remember the first time you felt those tingles, that your nerves would get the best of you? Reading this book will 
bring those memories back to you.

Author bio: Camillion is her pen name. She has been writing for years in her spare time. Often times accused of 
being just a dreamer. Also known as Stephanie Houltzhouser. She has been published in raven cage zine magazine, 
open skies quarterly, been interviewed by Matthew Whiteside, and has contributed work in many ways. She also 
did an Interview with a poet. In her spare time she is an advocate for autism, and enjoys being a mom to her son. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Taste-Passion-Stephanie-Houltzhouser-ebook/dp/B08LBMMH17/ref=mp_s_a_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=stephanie+houltzhouser&qid=1603111132&sr=8-3
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/shoultzhouser/?subject=
http://twitter.com/Slewislynn


This month, please wel-
come Jacqueline Belle 
(JB). You can find her on 
Twitter and Instagram 
at @JBelle_Poems, on 
Twitter @Moomii_Moo, 
on Goodreads, Youtube, 
her website, and on Am-
azon.
-Natalie Gasper (NG)

NG: When did you first 
start writing poetry?

JB: I am actually quite 
new to writing poetry. 
My first poem, When I 
Walk Upon the Earth, 
was posted on Twitter in 
early 2019. All my poems 
were handwritten and 
posted under my handle 
@Moomii_Moo. 

My first published poem, 
Censored, was published 
under the name Moomii 
by Headline Poetry on 21 
September 2019. HERE

NG: What do you love 
about it?

JB: I love to write about 
the little things in life 
and the emotions that 
are attached to them. 
I like to play with time, 
stretching it and slowing 
it down. I enjoy having 
the freedom to express 
myself… to create mo-
ments without being 
constrained by rules and 
sometimes punctuation.

I want the reader to feel 
what I see, see what I 
feel and be in the mo-

ment so completely with 
me. 

NG: What are some chal-
lenges of creating a po-
etry book?

JB: I think that one of the 
challenges in creating a 
poetry book is knowing 
when to stop… some-
times less is more… but 
also making sure it is 
enough. It is a balance 
and I think it is tricky to 
find that balance. 

NG: How do you ap-
proach putting a new 
collection together? Do 
you start with an idea or 
a theme?

JB: In my first poetry 
book, When I Walk Upon 
the Earth, I just wrote 
what I was feeling and 
then the narrated album 
came together. It can be 
listened to on Spotify, 
HERE or the mp3s down-
loaded on Amazon. After 
the album was released 
by CDBaby, listeners told 
me that they wanted to 
read my work. 

They wanted a book 
they could hold in their 
hands. So, I published it 
and offered it as a paper-
back and kindle through 
Kindle Direct Publishing 
on Amazon. Later this 
year, I will be publishing 
a special edition, it will 
contain all the original 
handwritten poems from 
my journals that were 

originally posted on 
Twitter under @Moom-
ii_Moo.  

In my second poetry 
book, The Collection: 
a poetic exploration of 
friendship, love, fanta-
sies and the soulmate, 
I predetermined the 
themes. 

The journey began with 
a short story, He is 
Here, then as the idea 
progressed, the poems 
arrived. Some of the po-
ems were written spo-
radically but for the most 
part they were written in 
order as you read them. 
The story unfolded as 
you see it.

My next poetry book, 
Synapses, was written 
differently again from 
the others. I am active 
on Twitter regularly and 
I started to notice that 
people were inspired 
by each others’ tweets. 
They would then create 
and tweet something 
similar yet unique, clear-
ly an idea triggered by 
something they read or 
saw on their timeline or 
notifications.

I found this intriguing 
and I started to think 
about what triggers my 
ideas; the things I see, 
hear, taste, touch or 
sense. These triggers 
take you on a journey 
without knowing where 
they will take you… new 

connections… creating a 
mind map of ideas. All of 
the poems in this collec-
tion are interconnected 
and they are not intend-
ed to be read from cover 
to cover.  This collection 
of poems will take you 
on a journey and your 
inspiration will decide 
which path you will take 
and which order you will 
read the poems in… the 
possibilities are endless. 

NG: Tell us a little bit 
about your most recent 
book, The Collection: 
a poetic exploration of 
friendship, love, fanta-
sies and the soulmate.

JB: The Collection is 
very special to me. I took 
eight months away from 
work to complete this 
book and the journey 
was quite challenging. I 
put my heart, mind and 
soul into The Collection 
and I think or hope the 
readers can feel that. 

On Oct 1, 2020, The Col-
lection was awarded an 
Honorable Mention from 
Readers Favorite Book 
Award. I feel content 
with The Collection and 
the journey I took with 
it but there is something 
satisfying about seeing 
it rewarded with a little 
seal on the cover. 

I’m not quite finished 
with The Collection yet. I 
am working on an audi-
obook and an abridged 
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album. In the audiobook, 
the narration will be The 
Collection from start to 
finish and the album will 
contain only some of the 
poems, similar length to 
my first album. I am also 
creating something that 
expands The Collection, a 
way to see it differently. 
It is something unusual, 
something tactile, some-
thing ‘in the box’ but I 
had to think ‘outside the 
box’ to create it. Keep an 
eye out for it next year, in 
2021. 

NG: Do you do any other 
kinds of writing?

JB: Yes, I write microfic-
tion and short stories. I 
am currently challenging 
myself and stretching my 
abilities to write in other 
genres. But, I tend to al-
ways slide back to poet-
ry… it is who I am. 

NG: Tell us about the voice 
narration you do.

JB: I narrate the stories 
for Moomii’s #Storytime-
ForGrownups. Storytime 
started as something fun 
to do during COVID isola-
tion, to promote positive 
mental health especially 
for those isolated alone… 
it turned into so much 
more. 

Storytime for Grownups 
showcases indie & tradi-
tionally published authors 

of various genre & writing 
styles. They are a mag-
nificent group of authors 
and it is such a privilege 
to narrate their work. I 
am so proud of each and 
every one of them and 
they have all contributed 
to creating a supportive 
and collaborative family 
of writers and creators.  
tions under the hashtag 
#GALECrew with Daniel 
Lacho @GuruArtOfficial. 

NG: If you could have any 
poet, dead or alive, edit 
your next collection, who 
would you choose and 
why?

JB: hmmm… I had to 
think about this one Na-
talie. I have decided that 
I don’t want a poet to edit 
my work… I am not going 
to choose that today… 
today, I would prefer to 
meet Chaucer for coffee. 
Strong coffee, so strong 
that the spoon would 
nearly stand up straight 
in the cup.

I would like to sit with him 
and talk, share ideas and 
listen to his stories and 
thought patterns. Maybe, 
if there was time, may-
be he would let me read 
some of my work to him 
and then he could tell me 
what he thought of it. Yes, 
that is what I choose... 
chuckle. 

NG: What advice can you 

give to poets looking to 
publish their first collec-
tion?

JB: Advice for a poet 
looking to publish their 
first collection? Well, I 
am an indie author so 
I can only give advice 
on independently pub-
lishing a poetry book. I 
would tell them exactly 
what  @BarbAvon told 
me… She told me to just 
do it… it doesn’t have 
to be perfect and to not 
overthink it… just do it 
and then it will get eas-
ier. 

So I did it and it was 
hard, but I did it anyway 
and I tried not to think 
about it too much… I just 
did it and it turned out 
okay and it’s true, it does 
get easier.

NG: Is there anything I 
didn’t ask that you wish 
I did, or anything we 
spoke about that you’d 
like to elaborate on, or 
anything else you’d like 
the audience to know 
about you?

JB: My creative environ-
ment and initiatives are 
changing and evolving 
every day. I suggest fol-
lowing my Youtube chan-
nel HERE and @JBelle_
Poems on instagram and 
twitter, as well as join-
ing @Moomii_Moo for 
breakfast each morning 

to keep up to date with 
what is happening in my 
creative world.  

Thank you so much for 
this opportunity Natalie 
and I am also looking 
forward to following 
your work and seeing 
what you do next!

NG: Thank you so much 
for taking the time to 
interview with me. We 
can’t wait to see what 
comes next for you!

Check out our reviews 
on the next page!

Connect w/Jacqueline
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This debut chapbook explores a variety of topics and emotions. Belle also 
experiments with free form in a way that supports the underlying meanings 
of the poem. There is a sense of familiarity that the reader will find com-
fort in, a sense of reaching for something that can’t quite be reached. “The 
Night Sky” was my favorite piece. It has strong language, clear imagery, and 
shows the poet’s potential.

Belle’s second collection focuses on relationships and love. The poems are 
a variety of lengths and explore different forms. To me, many of the themes 
and lines in the poems felt repetitive. I’d like to have seen more variation, 
more of Belle’s unique views on these topics. These poems are easy to read 
and some have strong images. I’d recommend this to anyone looking for a 
quick, light-hearted read.

POETRY REVIEW by Natalie Gasper

Click to Learn More

Click to Learn More

Poetry 
Wanted

Submit 
Yours Today
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A cry I hear often from authors is, “How can I get readers to find my books?” There are several book dis-
covery and promotion services out there, but it can be hard to decide which ones to trust, especially those 
that come with a hefty price tag, like BookBub. And, is it worth the investment?

Book discovery service, BookBub, is designed to help readers find new books and authors. BookBub pro-
motes free and discounted ebooks picked by its editorial team, including book recommendations, updates 
from authors, and articles about books. I asked a couple of published authors, who have used BookBub, to 
share their experiences. See their answers below!

1. How did you land your BookBub deal (including how long it took to get a freebie, if you got one)?

Brook Allen
I simply applied. There are some really well-written guidelines for people to read and determine how well 
they might “qualify”. I have only done International Deals and have not yet applied for a Domestic Deal or 
both. It is very expensive, but then, you’ll be making a whole lot of sales. I had my last one in July 2020, 
and sold well over 500 books. This has helped my sales substantially and has raised my ratings on Ama-
zon, as I have chosen NOT to be a part of Kindle Select (Kindle Unlimited).

Cathie Dunn
I’d applied three times, with different titles, before I got my first Featured Deal in 2017, with Dark Deceit. 
I’ve had two further Featured Deals for Highland Arms since then. All books were *free*, not 99c. I don’t 
apply often, though.

2. What was the best thing about using BookBub? 

Brook Allen
You have such a huge pool of potential buyers, since BookBub is such a large marketing group. And for 
$204 I have achieved bestseller status in both Canada and Australia, which is a wonderful achievement to 
be able to mention on ads.

Cathie Dunn
I received some lovely reviews and it’s a great way to become a bestseller in your genre category. Both 
‘first time’ deals (Dark Deceit & Highland Arms), I made back three times my investment, so that was a 
great bonus.

3. What would you differently next time? 

Brook Allen
I will probably start alternating sales between BookBub and another marketing group, every three months. 
It seems to have benefited another author friend, so I intend to try it. However, I’ll continue using BookBub. 
Eventually, I’m hoping to snag a Domestic Deal with them, but for now, I’ll continue International Deals.
 
Cathie Dunn
I’ve since applied twice for another novel for the International & US Deal, at 99c, and it was rejected. I’ll 
likely have to try again, but make it *free*. That’s what they seem to prefer. Also, don’t put forward the 
same book twice within a year or two.

4. If you’ve had more than one BookBub deal, could you please compare your own experiences. 

Brook Allen
I sold more books in my first deal, back in January 2020. Then along came Covid-19, which I think has 
dealt a blow to most peoples’ sales—including mine. I did not achieve the BookBub estimated number of 
sales this time; however, I still only lost about $25, but hitting Bestseller status was still worth it. My first 
sale back in January also had longer lasting results. I kept selling anywhere between 6–17 books per day 
for about a month afterward. Not so this time, during the pandemic. I’m pretty much selling what I was to 
begin with prior to my BookBub Deal.
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https://www.brookallenauthor.com/about-brook.html
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Cathie Dunn
The first *free* deals for Dark Deceit and Highland Arms did really well, with many tens of thousands of 
Pages Read and hundreds of ‘sales’, including the second novel linked by series to Highland Arms, which 
I put at 99c / 99p for a couple of days. I then had a subsequent Featured Deal for Highland Arms seven 
months later—and I barely made back what I paid, so readers had clearly already downloaded it. It’s not 
worth using the same title in a row.

Also, don’t use books with a cliff-hanger ending—I got a flurry of 2* reviews for Dark Deceit as there’s no 
sequel—and some were not happy that it might need to be read as a series.

BookBub Resources (free):
• New York Times and US Today best-seller, Cheryl Bradshaw, wrote this excellent blog that details her 

highly successful BookBub strategy
• How to Promote a Book Launch (and How BookBub Can Help!) by Diana Urban
• Amy Maroney, historical fiction author, shares her recent (August 2020) BookBub success in her Book-

Bub Diary

BookBub Resources (to buy): 
• BookBub Ads Expert: A Marketing Guide to Author Discovery by David Gaughran
• BookBub Mastery: An Indie Author Mastery Guide by Nick Thacker

Other Book Promotion Services:
I have experience dealing with Andrew Noakes (The History Quill Book Club) and Mary Anne Yarde (The 
Coffee Pot Book Club) through their editorial, guest blogging, and book-blog-tour services —and I can vouch 
for their top-notch professionalism.

Disclaimer: I’m not paid to promote any services in this article.

Until next time — happy writing!

—Emma x

Connect With Emma
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https://insights.bookbub.com/preorder-strategy-build-books-platform/
https://insights.bookbub.com/promote-book-launch-video/
https://www.amymaroney.com/2020/08/19/bookbub-diary/
https://www.amymaroney.com/2020/08/19/bookbub-diary/
https://davidgaughran.com/books/bookbub-ads-expert/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B084CZGB3G/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=dgcom1-20&linkId=698879de9da171bd94323bfb0cca7455&language=en_US
https://bookclub.thehistoryquill.com/
https://www.coffeepotbookclub.com/
https://www.coffeepotbookclub.com/
mailto:https://twitter.com/LombardEmma%0D?subject=
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/EmmaLombardAuthor/?subject=
mailto:https://www.instagram.com/emmalombardauthor/%0D?subject=
https://www.emmalombardauthor.com/by-the-book-newsletter
mailto:https://www.emmalombardauthor.com/%0D?subject=
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STORY?
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Enter Envie Magazine’s Short Story Contest for the chance to win publication in Envie! and Amazon gift cards!!

Fiction, or Non-Fiction (2,000 words or less). (2,000 words or less).

Submit your short story to contests@enviemagazine.com and try for the chance to win 1st or 2nd place!

1st place prize - $30 Amazon gift card & publication in Envie Magazine

2nd place prize - $15 Amazon gift card & publication in Envie Magazine

BY MICHELLE TOALE-BURKE

How to Enter 
• All entries must be submitted online (2000 word max), as an 

email attachment, to Contests@EnvieMagazine.com, by Decem-
ber 15, 2020. 

• Please include “What’s Your Story” in the subject line, along 
with the word count. Entries exceeding the word limits will be 
disqualified. 

• Your entry must be original, in English, unpublished. Envie 
retains one-time nonexclusive publication rights to the winning 
entry to be published in an Envie publication. Any piece post-
ed online, anywhere other than a personal blog, is considered 
published.  

• Entries are not returned; please keep a copy for your records. 
Non-winning entries are destroyed. 

• Winners will be notified prior to publication. 

• Submission does not guarantee a win. 

• Must be a subscriber to ENVIE! A Magazine for the Literary 
Curious to win.

Good Luck Everyone!

         - Michelle 
 @MichelleToale

Please don’t hesitate to contact me regarding contest ideas or feedback at contests@enviemagazine.com.

Submit Here!Submit Here!

WHATS YOUR STORY?

Subscribe Here!Subscribe Here!

mailto:contests%40enviemagazine.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/MichelleToale
mailto:contests%40enviemagazine.com?subject=
mailto:contests%40enviemagazine.com?subject=
http://enviemagazine.com
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Learn More about Ken Stark on the next Page...

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicole-weisensee-egan-b8498a9/
https://twitter.com/nweisenseeegan
https://www.instagram.com/nickiweisenseeegan/
https://www.facebook.com/CHASINGCOSBY/?modal=suggested_action&notif_id=1546386837577590&notif_t=page_user_activity
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For our November issue, 
we are pleased to bring 
you the multi award-win-
ning horror author Ken 
Stark! (K.S.) Welcome! 

K.S. - Thank you very 
much, Hill. It’s a pleas-
ure to be here.

H.M. - If you don’t mind, 
I’d love to just get right 
into this. Let’s talk about 
how long you’ve been 
writing and when you’d 
say you got started, 
I’ve counted a total of 5 
books you’ve released? 
Is that right? 

K.S. - That’s right, Hill. I 
have three books in the 
Stage 3 series (so far!), 
and two stand-alone nov-
els, Arcadia Falls and Jit-
ters. As for when I start-
ed, I have quite literally 
been writing since as far 
back as I remember. I 
loved shows like Twilight 
Zone and Night Gallery, 
and I kept discovering 
incredible books by au-
thors like Poe and Wells 
and Asimov, and sud-
denly there was nothing 
I wanted more than to be 
one of those people cre-
ating other worlds and 
other realities.

I rarely finished any-
thing, and none of it was 
any good, but the pas-
sion was always there. 
It took decades before I 
finally felt that my work 
was good enough to 
share with others.

H.M. - I apologize, my 
next question is a little 

lengthy as I have a per-
sonal fascination with 
the cold war period. 
Your biography on your 
website states that you 
grew up in that era con-
sistently exposed to the 
news filtering out of that 
conflict, would you say 
growing up in that era 
that it directly influenced 
what you write now or is 
it more generalized? Did 
you pull specific instanc-
es from the cold war to 
include in your books or 
allow them to influence 
you or was it more an 
absorption of the gener-
al tone of advancements 
in technology and ten-
sions between the com-
peting nations? 

K.S. - It was an inter-
esting time to grow up, 
that’s for sure. At the 
exact same moment in 
history, we were sending 
men to the moon in this 
giant leap into the fu-
ture, yet there was a real 
probability that every 
living thing on this plan-
et was about to die over 
ridiculous ideologies. 

The nightly news was a 
constant stream of hor-
rific images from Viet-
nam, and it seemed like 
every book, movie or TV 
show I enjoyed involved 
the inevitable destruc-
tion of civilization as we 
know it. Even a show as 
optimistic about the fu-
ture as Star Trek had us 
fighting a nuclear war. 
So, yeah, interesting 
times for a kid.

I have never purpose-
ly drawn on specific 
instances from those 
days, but a good writ-
er is a melting pot of 
everything he or she has 
seen, heard, read and 
experienced, so it’s only 
right that some of that 
angst finds its way into 
my writing. A young boy 
cowers in bed, certain he 
won’t live to see morn-
ing. 

A grown man battles his 
own fears as he tries to 
escape the city. I  could 
even argue that the mon-
sters I throw at some of 
my characters are really 
just physical representa-
tions of that amorphous 
threat I couldn’t possibly 
understand at the time 
but knew for certain 
was coming to kill us 
all. Many of my stories 
put people in impossible 
situations where death 
seems imminent, but I 
always offer them a ray 
of hope, because hope 
was all child-me had 
back then.

H.M. - If you had to de-
scribe your books and 
writing style to a reader 
who has never picked up 
your work before, how 
would you do it? 

K.S. - I like to think 
that my work is what a 
collaboration between 
Stephen King and Rod 
Serling might look like. 
Scary and suspense-
ful, but with something 
to say about the human 
condition and this crazy, 

conflicted society we’ve 
created for ourselves. 

H.M. - Are you self or 
traditionally published? 
If only self-published do 
you have any plans to 
submit to a traditional 
publisher in the future? 

K.S. - I was truly fortu-
nate that I didn’t know 
about self-publishing 
when I started writing for 
real. My first book was 
rejected enough times to 
make me look at it again 
with a fresh pair of eyes, 
and I had to admit that 
it simply wasn’t good 
enough. If I had gone the 
self-publishing route, the 
first impression I would 
have made on the world 
would be with that book 
that should have never 
seen the light of day. 

I started all over again 
with Stage 3, and that 
book was picked up by 
the very first publisher I 
sent it to, Severed Press. 
They also published the 
second book, Stage 3: Al-
pha, but then I gave the 
self-publishing experi-
ence a whirl with Jitters, 
and I loved it, so it would 
take an act of God for me 
to ever give up total con-
trol again. Or landing a 
contract with one of the 
big five New York pub-
lishers. That’s always 
been part of the dream, 
so that would do it, too.

H.M. - You seem to have 
a steady footing in the 
horror genre of writing, 
do you have any plans to 

SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW

SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW
FEATURING KEN STARK

http://www.severedpress.com/
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move beyond that genre 
into anything else?

K.S. - I toyed around 
with science fiction in 
my younger days, so I’m 
sure I’ll try it again one 
day. 

H.M. - Tell us about your 
favorite character in any 
of your books and are 
they based off anybody 
you know?

K.S. - I love Alejandra 
from the Stage 3 books. I 
put her in near the end of 
Stage 3: Alpha because 
the heroine of the piece 
needed a tough fight-
er battling at her side. I 
fully intended to kill her 
off in Stage 3: Bravo, but 
she took over her own 
narrative and grew from 
a secondary character to 
an absolutely vital part 
of the story, so how could 
I not love her for being 
such a bad-ass? I wish I 
could say she was based 
on someone I knew, but 
all of my characters are 
a mash-up of everyone 
I’ve ever met.

H.M. - You describe 
yourself in your bio as a 
“questionable painter”, 
care to share your work 
with us? Any particular 
style like? 

K.S. - I’d love to! I got 
into painting by follow-
ing along with Bob Ross, 
so I mostly stick to land-
scapes. I know, right? 
Horror writer? Land-
scapes? Well, to set your 
mind at ease, I’ve also 
been doing some water-
color zombie portraits to 
raffle off for promotion-
al purposes. They were 
hugely popular during 
the release of Stage 3: 
Bravo, so I’ll be doing 
it again when Stage 3: 
Charlie releases in 2021.

SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW CON’T

H.M. - Given your ex-
perience, if a writer is 
looking to submit for 
an award, what kind of 
advice do you have for 
them? 

K.S. - Awards are a 
great way to promote 
your book, to sell your 
book, and most impor-
tantly, to be certain that 
your book is genuinely 
as good as you think it 
is, so I encourage every 
writer to give it a shot. 
Keep in mind that not all 
book awards are equal, 
and they all cost a few 
bucks to enter, so as-
suming you’ve already 
polished the snot out of 
your book, the best ad-
vise I could give would 
be to do your research 
and find the right book 
awards for you. 

H.M. - Committed beer 
enthusiast? From one 
beer drinker to another, 
favorite brand? Type? 
Anything you absolutely 
won’t touch? 

K.S. - Mmmm…Beer… 
I have tried hundreds 
of beers from all over 
the world, and I’ve nev-
er really found anything 
I didn’t like. Okay, I do 
tend to prefer a lager 
over a heavy, dark beer, 
and I don’t care much for 
fruit flavoring, but it’s 
all good in my book. My 
go-to is Corona, which 
brought some mighty 
strange looks during the 
first months of the pan-
demic, let me tell you. 

H.M. - I think I’ve found 
a new best friend, I 
couldn’t have answered 
that last question better 
myself! So, Is writing a 
full-time gig for you or 
part time hobby? 

K.S. - This is it, baby! 
This is all I do. Writing 
is my joy, my bliss, and 

my happy place. Give me 
a day with no commit-
ments, and I’ll sit at my 
keyboard from dawn to 
dusk.

H.M. - Finally, any shout-
outs for people you’d 
like recognized? any 
new projects you’d like 
our readers to know 
about? Also, where can 
our readers find you? 

K.S. - Thank you, Nate. 
I’d love to give a huge 
shout-out to Eeva Lan-
caster, the Book Khale-
esi. I gave Eeva my last 
two books, Stage 3: Bra-
vo and Arcadia Falls, 
and she took care of 
everything from cover 
art to final copy. She is 
a true creative genius.  
Thank you, Eeva!

I was planning to release 
Stage 3: Charlie this 
year, but 2020 kicked 
the crap out of me and I 
want nothing more to do 
with it. But I promise, the 
Stage 3 story will contin-
ue in 2021. I also have 
two stand-alone novels 
ready to go, and I’m just 
now putting the finishing 
touches on a collection 
of short stories, so there 
will undoubtedly be an-
other release later in the 
year.

The best place to find 
me is on my website, 
HERE. You can see what 
my books are about, you 
can send me a message 
through the contact 
page, and there are sev-
eral short stories you 
can download for free. 
No ads, no mailing list, 
and no newsletter, so 
no worries. I’m also on 
Twitter quite a bit, so 
come find me at @Penni-
lessScribe.  

Thanks a lot, Hill!

http://www.kenstark.ca
https://twitter.com/PennilessScribe
https://twitter.com/PennilessScribe
https://www.amazon.com/Arcadia-Falls-Ken-Stark-ebook/dp/B077VVQVL4/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=ken+stark&qid=1605564733&s=digital-text&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Stage-3-Bravo-Ken-Stark-ebook/dp/B07L1C3FDM/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=ken+stark&qid=1605564753&s=digital-text&sr=1-5


A sacrifice must be made...

They say it took one hundred magical beings 
to defeat the first Arcanist. Great care was 
taken to ensure the secret to his malevolent 
power died with him. Now the brutal reign of 
the Arcanist has become little more than a 
scary bedtime story. And yet, the descendants 
of his loyal followers are sworn to find a way 
to bestow his dark magic upon another. If they 
succeed, they’ll unleash a new terror upon an 
unsuspecting world.

Desperate to save those she holds dear, Jen 
joins a coven of blood witches to infiltrate the 
castle where her friends are being held. Yet 
the farther she ventures into her façade, the 
more she risks losing herself to its alluring 
darkness. With the arcanist growing stronger 
by the day, the only spell that can stop the 
oncoming wave of blood and war comes at 
a price. With love on the line, and fear in her 
heart, can Jen battle back the evil ravenous to 
consume her?

Author Bio: 

In spite of having neither magic nor a clone, 
Elizabeth manages to write, format books, 
and dabble in design, all while wrangling two 
young sons, a dog, and a husband. She’s the 
author of the award-winning, urban fantasy 
More than Magic series, the award-winning 
and USA Today Best-Selling, paranormal 
romance Curse Collectors series, and usually 
has a few more projects up her sleeves. When 
she isn’t writing or designing, Elizabeth can 
be found knitting, gardening, baking, or look-
ing for lost sippy cups

Author Website:

HERE

Available on the following platforms: 

Amazon
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“Courage is contagious. 
When a brave man takes a 
stand, the spines of others 
are often stiffened.”
—Billy Graham

I’m dedicating this month’s 
column to all Veterans 
and their families. The fol-
lowing is an excerpt from 
an article I wrote for the 
Bulletin Journal.

Calvin Lee Way, Private 
First Class Rifleman, en-
listed in the Army on No-
vember 18, 1943 at the 
age of seventeen. He had 
three older brothers al-
ready in the service upon 
his arrival to the 75th In-
fantry

Division, which was 
dubbed as the “Diaper Di-
vision” due to the young 
ages of the soldiers in 
this Division. Calvin did 
his basic training at Camp 
Dodge in Des Moines, 
Iowa and Camp Blanding 
in Florida. He spent most 
of his service time in Eng-
land, France, Belgium, 
Holland, and Germany. 

After being deployed 
overseas, his first im-
pression was “Oh my God, 
there was nothing left but 
a bunch of ruins. A pure 

hell hole with bodies and 
blood everywhere!” A day 
that stands out in Calvins 
memory is from World War 
II shortly after landing on 
Utah Beach during the Bat-
tle of the Bulge. As his Divi-
sion proceeded into France 
on Christmas Day 1944 to 
do battle in the Ardennes 
Forest, his squad was 
abruptly attacked by Ger-
man tanks. Calvin was the 
first scout out of the barn 
they were holding up in 
when he found a tank track   
where he laid down to hide 
and protect himself. 

Suddenly, he was hit in the 
lower right back by shrap-
nel from a German 88 Ca-
liber Tank which rendered 
him unconscious. As soon 
as he came to and got his 
wits about him, he got up 
and began walking back 
in the direction of the First 
Aide Station. His pain was 
so intense he figured his 
back was broken. Unable to 
proceed, he collapsed in a 
ditch.

Calvin lost track of how long 
he laid there before First 
Aid found him. At this point, 
two aides pulled him up and 
slung both his arms over 
their shoulders and headed 
in the direction of the First 
Aid station. As the three of 

them were making their 
way to the station, Cal-
vin was shot in the right 
front shoulder by a sniper, 
who was approximately 
100 yards ahead of them 
positioned on the roof of 
a shed. Although he was 
weak and felt pretty much 
done at this point, they fi-
nally made it back to the 
First Aid Station. Calvin 
was hospitalized for his 
injuries but once he was 
up on his feet he was sent 
back to continue the battle 
with his Division.

Calvin returned home on 
May 31,1946. He arrived 
at 1:00 am in Manchester 
Iowa by train from Chica-
go. Hoping to get some 
rest, he asked a local hotel 
manager if he could sleep 
in the lobby. He told was 
told no and that it would 
be best for him to move on 
as they didn’t let people 
sleep in the Lobby.

With no other options, 
Calvin proceeded to start 
walking home. He soon 
fell asleep in a ditch out-
side of Manchester. Ear-
ly in the morning, a milk 
truck driver stopped and 
gave him a ride to his par-
ents home in Strawberry 
Point. 

BY MICHELLE TOALE-BURKE

MICHELLE’S MUSE

For his bravery and 
service Calvin was dec-
orated with two Purple 
Heart Medals, a Euro-
pean-African-Middle 
Eastern Medal, and a 
Good Conduct Med-
al. Calvin says it best, 
“I was fortunate to 
come home as many of 
my counterparts and 
friends, including one 
brother were not as for-
tunate. At this point my 
life began!” 

Connect with Michelle

https://twitter.com/MichelleToale
https://t.co/YIXQiNkXZx?amp=1


This month, please wel-
come Liz Gauffreau (LG), 
a prolific writer of poet-
ry, short stories, and a 
novel, Telling Sonny. Her 
work has appeared in over 
30 journals to date. You 
can check out her short 
stories and book HERE, 
and find her on Twitter @
LGauffreau, on LinkedIn, 
and Facebook.
-Natalie Gasper (NG)

NG - What kind of writing 
do you do?

LG – I do a lot of writing 
for my day job as the As-
sistant Dean of Curricu-
lum and Assessment at 
Champlain College Online, 
primarily curriculum-re-
lated. I’ve also done a lot 
of ghostwriting for my su-
periors over the course of 
my career. That’s the writ-
ing which pays the bills.

The real writing I do is fic-
tion and poetry, with the 
occasional dabble in cre-
ative nonfiction. My nat-
ural mode of creative ex-
pression is short stories. 
I wrote two failed novels 
before coming to the con-
clusion that I would stick 
with short stories—so Tell-
ing Sonny came as a sur-
prise! I’ve written poetry 
for years, but I don’t real-
ly know what I’m doing. I 
write it by ear.

NG - Where do you find in-
spiration?
 
LG – I find a lot of inspira-
tion in my family history. 
Trying to get at the emo-
tional truth of these peo-

ple I’m tied to by blood 
and love is endlessly fas-
cinating to me. In addition, 
I have derived inspiration 
from my home town of 
Enosburg Falls, Vermont 
for years, returning to that 
well again and again. In 
fact, the title of the short 
story collection I’m cur-
rently shopping is Enos-
burg Stories. Enosburg 
also features prominent-
ly in the novel about the 
county poor farm I started 
writing at the beginning of 
the summer.

For the past couple of 
years, I’ve taken inspi-
ration from the blogging 
community in ways that 
would never have oc-
curred to me otherwise. 
For example, I read an ac-
count on a family history 
blog of a woman who had 
died of morphine addiction 
and starvation, estranged 
from her family. I was so 
intrigued by her death cer-
tificate that I researched 
19th century accounts 
of morphine addiction in 
Internet Archive. I then 
wrote a story that took the 
form of a family’s diary 
entries as they struggled 
to help their addicted wife 
and mother.

NG – Why did you become 
a Latin teacher? How did 
that experience shape 
your writing?

LG – I became a Latin 
teacher purely by chance. 
When I finished my mas-
ter’s degree, I was look-
ing for a job teaching high 
school English at a private 

school without much luck. 
(I knew I wasn’t cut out for 
the public school jungle.) 
The employment agency I 
was registered with sent 
me a listing for a teach-
er of Latin and English at 
York Academy in Shackl-
efords, Virginia. (I’d taken 
four semesters of Latin in 
college before the profes-
sor abandoned us to pur-
sue a second doctorate in 
classical languages.) The 
headmaster was desper-
ate for a Latin teacher, and 
I was desperate for a job. 
I lasted two years before 
finding a job in adult high-
er education and never 
looking back. 

I got a good short story out 
of teaching Latin at York 
Academy, which of course 
is the measure of any ex-
perience for a writer: Can 
I get a good story out of 
it? Here is an excerpt 
from that story, “King and 
Queen’s New Day”:  

As he started his car, Lit-
tlefield [the headmaster] 
thought about some of the 
new students he had en-
rolled in the past couple 
of years. He couldn’t think 
of a one who didn’t have 
some sort of problem. One 
of the worst, Stephanie 
Brooks, was still trying to 
finish her senior year. A 
near-fatal car accident had 
left her disfigured, heavily 
medicated, and emotional-
ly unbalanced. 

She was given to outbursts 
in class of crying, singing, 
and babbling about heavy 
metal music. The younger 

girls reported to him that 
before Latin quizzes, she 
would go into the girls’ 
room and stick her finger 
down her throat to make 
herself throw up. Then 
she would come to the of-
fice and sit out the class, 
looking disheveled and 
miserable. She made him 
nervous. The only thing 
he could think of to say to 
her was, “Latin’s not that 
bad–even I passed Latin,” 
which came out sounding 
as lame to him as he knew 
it did to her.

NG – Tell us about your 
book Telling Sonny and 
what motivated you to 
write it.

LG – Telling Sonny began 
with a single sentence on 
a sheet of notebook paper: 
Elliott I. committed suicide 
and had a sister Dorothy. 
When my dad died in 2000, 
my mother wanted me to 
write his biography for the 
family. She sent me mate-
rial about his life and what 
little she knew about his 
father’s family, which in-
cluded that sheet of note-
book paper with the single 
sentence on it. (Elliott I. 
was my grandfather; my 
father was Elliot F.) 

It was such an odd jux-
taposition of facts that I 
couldn’t get it out of my 
head. What a way to char-
acterize someone’s entire 
life! I wrote a poem about 
it, “My Father’s Side of 
the Family,” but it wasn’t 
enough. I couldn’t get that 
sentence out of my head.
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Telling Sonny was the re-
sult. The novel opens with 
the suicide of Sonny’s fa-
ther in a single-car accident, 
but no one has bothered to 
tell Sonny, leaving it up to 
his mother after the funer-
al had already taken place. 
The rest of the novel tells 
the story of how Sonny be-
came an afterthought to his 
father’s family. His moth-
er was a small-town girl in 
the 1920s who succumbed 
to the charms of a Small-
Time vaudeville player and 
found herself in trouble. Mr. 
Small-Time married her on 
a whim and took her with 
him on the road as a lark—
until it wasn’t.

NG – How do you approach 
writing short stories?

LG – I used to approach writ-
ing short stories using the 
“Mopping the Floor” method 
of writing a complete draft 
from beginning to end and 
then revising it in a series of 
complete drafts. I’d write the 
draft in longhand, then type 
the completed draft to work 
on the revisions. I couldn’t 
compose on the typewrit-
er because the noise of the 
keys was too distracting. 

Once I started composing 
on a computer, my entire 
approach to writing short 
stories changed. I no longer 
take a draft from beginning 
to end before working on 
revisions. I start drafting a 
story and keep going until 
it starts to feel unfocused; 
then I go back and work on 
the beginning to bring the 
story into clearer focus. I re-

peat that process until I have 
a completed draft. Then I let 
it rest for a week or so and 
start working on revisions. 
I don’t plot out stories in 
advance. I start with a char-
acter, a snatch of conversa-
tion, an intriguing situation, 
an emotion and write to see 
where it wants to go.

NG - What are you reading 
right now? 

LG – Right now, I’m reading 
the historical fantasy Sacred 
Mounds by Jim Metzner.

NG – If you could spend a 
day with any author, who 
would it be and what would 
you do?

LG – The author I would like 
to spend the day with would 
be Tony Ardizzone. He was 
my creative writing profes-
sor at Old Dominion Univer-
sity, and I owe him an im-
mense debt of gratitude for 
providing me with the foun-
dation I needed to develop 
my craft. We could spend 
the day at a seaside café in 
downtown Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire and talk about 
writing: his writing, my writ-
ing, writing in the digital 
age. I envision sun stream-
ing down, seagulls wheeling 
across the sky, and many 
cups of cappuccino.

NG – What advice would 
you offer to people who are 
struggling to be creative 
during these times?

LG – I would suggest that 
there are times in any crea-
tive person’s life when their 

field needs to lie fallow 
for a while before the 
seeds of creativity can be 
planted and once again 
take root and flower. 
During this fallow time, 
our subconscious mind 
is at work preparing the 
soil; we just can’t see 
it. Another suggestion I 
would make is that they 
try a different mode of 
creative expression than 
they’re accustomed to. 

For example, a number 
of my writer friends in 
the blogging community 
have turned to drawing 
and painting to express 
their creativity because 
they have found them-
selves simply unable to 
write as the pandemic 
has worn on. My final 
word of advice would be 
not to feel pressured by 
external expectations of 
creative output. Creativ-
ity is a process of mind 
and a state of being, not 
a product.

NG - Is there anything I 
didn’t ask that you wish I 
did, or anything we spoke 
about that you’d like to 
elaborate on, or anything 
else you’d like the audi-
ence to know about you?

LG – I’ll end with thank-
ing you for the interview 
and wishing you every 
success for Envie!.

NG – Thank you so much 
for taking the time to 
interview with me. We 
can’t wait to see what 
comes next for you!
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WRITING & RAZOR 
WIRE
BY DUTCH SIMMONS

After being strip-searched 
and sitting naked in solitary, 
I was afforded some time to 
ponder exactly what I was 
doing in prison. Over time, 
having spoken to numerous 
fellow inmates, the majority of 
us never expected to be here. 
Some of us were victims of 
sheer hubris, while the vast 
majority had exercised ex-
ceedingly poor judgment at 
some point. I was no different. 

Luckily for many of us, a day 
of reckoning dawns affording 
us some level of progressive 
insight. One thing prison af-
fords you is significant time 
with your own thoughts. Out-
standing author and formerly 
“justice impaired individual” 
Piper Kerman has talked at 
length about her prison ex-
perience, brought to life in 
Orange is The New Black. She 
has often stated that prison 
isn’t exactly a bastion of “sil-
ver linings.” It is, however, a 
place for you to reconsider 
life choices, and ideally, find a 
new direction.

A prison library is the clos-
est you will get to achieving 
freedom of any sort while in-
carcerated. Books are an inte-
gral part of your existence. In 
many instances, they become 
a form of currency, with selec-
tive books disappearing from 
the library and being “locked 
away” in private collections in 
cells. Given the difficulty in ac-
climating to the new environ-
ment, books, and on a deeper 
level, writing, was the most 
legitimate form of escape. 

They were also lifelines to the 
outside world, as well as a 
way of providing an identity or 

sense of self. At first, it would 
seem masochistic to read 
books which were first-ac-
count narratives of other in-
carcerated individuals. But it 
was about the shared expe-
rience and the ability to re-
late to a common existence. 
I learned this more and more 
as I talked with my fellow in-
mates. One common theme 
was repeated; everyone had a 
story inside of them that they 
needed to share.
While I can’t say I found my 
purpose, I did find my voice. 
There were many stories I 
felt trapped inside of me that 
I ached to put down on paper 
when I was on the outside, yet 
the “real world” interfered 
with my endeavors. Now I had 
nothing BUT time, along with 
notebooks and Bic pens. Even 
if the equivalent mental mas-
turbation was akin to throw-
ing spaghetti at the walls and 
seeing what stuck, I threw 
myself into my writing. Even-
tually, every free moment 
that wasn’t spent in the gym’s 
Gladiator academy, was spent 
writing.

Specific, repetitive behaviors 
attract attention from fellow 
inmates. Between teaching 
G.E.D. classes, and constantly 
scribbling in my notebooks, 
they referred to me as, “Pro-
fessor.” This lit something 
inside of me. Awkwardly, I 
asked a few of the guys in my 
G.E.D. classes who had taken 
an interest in my writing, if 
they wanted to hear a short 
story. 

Receiving approval for any-
thing in prison is a status/
cred builder. It means as 
transitory as life is on the in-

side, it may get a bit easier. 
The more I read my stories, 
the more invigorated and en-
thused I became. At the same 
time, guys shyly hinted they 
had stories as well. It wasn’t 
the true “epiphany” moment I 
had prayed for. That suddenly 
I found my purpose and could 
rebuild my life. But it was a 
start.

I petitioned the Prison Educa-
tion Officer, and they granted 
my request to begin teaching 
a creative writing class. The 
initial uptake was slow; any-
thing seen as showing vulner-
ability or exposing yourself in 
some manner in prison was 
frowned upon and set you up 
for bullying. Within weeks, I 
had roughly a dozen regulars, 
which grew over time.

Without any formal training, I 
drew upon my now worthless 
$250k liberal arts degree and 
began “teaching.” The ap-
proach was simple; just get 
guys writing. The focus was 
on my favorite format, “flash 
fiction.” Prison life revolves 
around structure and strict 
rules. It was something that 
they could relate to. You are 
given a theme, an object or 
two, and a strict word count. 
This was easily relatable. Ini-
tially, we would open it to the 
class like a modified improv 
group, with guys shouting out 
story ideas, and me acting as 
the scribe and pushing along 
the narrative. Getting them 
comfortable was all I wanted.

We then turned the focus to 
individual stories. The themes 
initially involved present-day, 
readily available objects or 
locations on the prison com-
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pound so it would be easily relat-
able. As comfort levels built, sto-
ries became more personalized. 
Longings for previous lives and 
the outside world. Untethered life-
lines were at once being reconnect-
ed. This was when I saw the true 
power of the written word, and the 
ability to find some path to redemp-
tion. On paper, old neighborhood 
beefs were settled. Abusive fathers 
were either forgiven or called out. 
A consistent yearning to see life in 
technicolor once again, anything 
beyond the drab khakis and insti-
tutional-grey colored walls was a 
recurring theme. 

Above all else, there was hope. 
There were sparks of life. Both of 
these can be extraordinarily dan-
gerous drugs in prison, especially 
when a calendar is the only true 
harbinger of progress. The univer-
sal truth was every man had some-
thing inside, a voice they needed to 
get out. Many of these folks are the 
disappeared herd, the voiceless. It 
needed to be aired without judg-
ment or condemnation, and once 
the constraints were lifted, there 
was a release. 
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Introduction by Anna Page (A.P.) 
Inspiration comes in many forms. 
The way our mind reflects on the 
world around us. Rather that is 
through art, movies, music, writ-
ing or simply experiencing life 
itself. Without doubt, 2020 has 
been filled with many trials and 
finding out way around this odd 
world. The beautiful aspects of 
writing and finding inspiration is 
not only important but also ben-
eficial to share among our peers. 
This is where writing comes into 
play.

 With the play of words and find-
ing our path, we may help others 
discover their own inspiration. 
That is where “Aisha’s Writing 
Corner”  (A.U) comes into play. 

Her blog is filled with not only her 
own books, but also introduces 
everything she finds inspiring- 
Art, movies and animals. All writ-
ten beautiful and in one place, 
her blog is a way to show such 
inspirations while discovering 
something new. Without a doubt, 
writing is way to escape from the 
world and yet put our thoughts 
into words for others to read. One 
of the many things that stood out 
to me about “Aisha’s Writing Cor-
ner” is the range of inspiration 
that can be found through her 
words, as well as an introduction 
to the stories she has written. 

A.P. - I would like to give you a 
chance to tell our readers what 
your blog is about and pertain-
ing?

A.U. - My blog “Aisha’s Writing 
Corner” is at aishauroojbooks.
wordpress.com. My blog is about 

movies, art, animations. It is 
about anything and everything 
inspiring. I run a “Things You 
Might Not Have Seen” blog se-
ries, where I hope that my read-
ers would discover something 
new. I also write about my writing 
process. I share skills that I have 
gained by becoming an Indie au-
thor. I admit that I am learning 
as I write. My goal is to improve 
with each new publication, both 
for myself and for my readers.

A.P. - I also noticed that you have 
published your own books. Con-
grats! Would you mind sharing 
what came into mind while you 
were writing your books? Any 
advice you would give to future 
writers?

A.U. - Thank you! I noticed not 
many books were written about 
female friendship. I started writ-
ing about two best friends who 
were there for each other. It was 
a story that I worked on whenev-
er I had time to spare. Gradual-
ly, that story grew until it was a 
book two years later. Now, it has 
become the first book of a series. 

My advice to future writers would 
be to start with an idea and ask 
questions what they would like 
to explore further. The two best 
friends from my book ‘My Dear 
Ellie’ became two fully devel-
oped characters with their own 
strengths and weaknesses. The 
book series now is based on the 
themes of love and friendship. 
My advice to writers would be 
to write about the topics that is 
important to them. They will find 
their own voice and their own 
story as they dive deeper into 

their thoughts.
A.P. - How much time would you 
say that you spend on your blog?
I post weekly. Initially, I had two 
or three posts per week. Now, 
I do one TYMNHS post (Things 
You Might Not Have Seen) and 
one post relating to any updates 
about my upcoming books or pro-
jects, such as audiobooks.

A.U. - For individuals thinking 
about starting a blog for their 
books, what would you suggest?

I started my blog to reach more 
readers. I also wanted to share 
things that inspired my creativity. 
Writing is not done in a vacuum. 
Writers and artists inspire each 
other. My suggestion would be to 
share what you love and what in-
spires you. You will have a lot of 
fun doing it.

A.P. - What are your favorite 
blogs to follow?

A.U. - I follow blogs that do book 
reviews. I follow blogs that talk 
about artists. I follow blogs that 
talk about financial literacy. I will 
follow any blog that spreads a 
positive and inspiring message.

A.P. - What is your favorite thing 
about writing?  

A.U. - I like that it requires dis-
cipline. Writing demands both 
your attention and respect. I like 
how I can be creative. I like how 
I can reach other people through 
my words. The reader gets trans-
ported to the world, and get to 
see the characters, that I have 
created. I hope when they finish 
the book they feel deeper for the 

world around them.
A.P. - Where else can our readers 
find you? Are you working on any 
other projects?

A.U. - I am on Twitter @Aisha__
Urooj. My books are also on 
Goodreads and I have an author 
page there. My second book in 
the Love and Friendship series 
“Eleanor’s Travels” is soon to re-
lease. I am working on my third 
book, the last of the series. It will 
be bitterweet saying goodbye to 
Eleanor and Cassandra, two best 
friends whose friendship I hope 
the readers will love.

Feat. Aisha Urooj an interview by Anna Page
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